
Secretary of State for Energy Security and 
Net Zero

Our reference 006463966-01

55 Whitehall Your reference EN010125

London Contact Thomas Tremlett

SW1A 2HP Phone

Email

9th December 2025

Dear Secretary of State,

DBS East and DBS West Offshore Wind Farms (‘the Projects’)

PINS Reference: EN010125

RWE Renewables UK Dogger Bank South (West) Limited and RWE Renewables UK Dogger Bank 
South (East) Limited (‘the Applicants’) write to the Secretary of State in response to Natural 
England’s letter dated 5th December 2025 in response to the Secretary of State’s Request for 
Information (RFI) dated 6th November. 

The Applicants provided their own response to the Secretary of State’s Request for Information 
dated 6th November 2025 on the 5th December 2025. 

The Applicants and Natural England have engaged closely in recent months to resolve issues 
outstanding at the end of Examination, with Natural England kindly sharing with the Applicants
their response to the Secretary of State ahead of publication on the Planning Inspectorate website. 
Following review of Natural England’s submission, the Applicants were surprised by some of the 
content related to Benthic Ecology in that the matters noted had not been previously raised by 
Natural England despite the frequent engagement since the close of examination. The Applicants 
also note some simple clarifications regarding the Guillemot and Razorbill compensation topic
could resolve potential uncertainty.

The programme for a DCO decision for the DBS Projects has already been significantly delayed by 
the decision to postpone the commencement of examination from October 2024 until January 
2025. The Applicants have already borne the impact of this decision by the Examining Authority in 
2024, which they consider to be highly irregular and inconsistent with the treatment of other 
offshore wind farms progressing through the DCO process in parallel.  

With this in mind, the Applicants consider it prudent to provide responses to areas that can be
clarified immediately to avoid delay and prevent the need for the Secretary of State to issue a 
further RFI on the topic which has the potential to further delay the DCO decision.

With respect to Annex 2 - Natural England’s updated advice on offshore ornithology - Compensation 
calculations for guillemot and razorbill compensation of Natural England’s letter dated 5th

December 2025, the Applicants can confirm that the rats found at Out Skerries (and in the outer 
Hebrides) were brown rats. The Applicants also identified a typing error in Natural England’s 
response regarding our commitment for a ‘1000km biosecurity zone’, this should be a ‘1000m 
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biosecurity zone’ as stated in the Guillemot and Razorbill Compensation Update [document 
reference 22.8].

In Annex A of this letter the Applicants provide a response to Section 3. Other Matters -Benthic 
ecology – Habitat loss compensation estimates of Natural England’s Letter dated 5th December 
2025 to assist the Secretary of State to resolve this matter without the need for further questions.
The Applicants are addressing these issues promptly to ensure the Projects can be determined
within the expected timeline for the DCO. Continued DCO decision delays could potentially impact 
investor confidence and programme for delivery on these critical national infrastructure projects.

Yours sincerely,

Thomas Tremlett

Senior Consents Manager

DBS Offshore Wind Farms

RWE Renewables UK 
Dogger Bank South 
(East) Limited
Registered no. 13656240

RWE Renewables UK 
Dogger Bank South 
(West) Limited
Registered no. 13656525

Registered office:
Windmill Hill Business Park, 
Whitehill Way, Swindon, 
Wiltshire, England SN5 6PB
Registered in England 
and Wales.
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